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EDITORIAL 

The second edition of the ISISA 

newsletter is here. You will find 

interesting articles and notices by 

our members. This newsletter is 

what you make it, so please keep the 

contributions coming. Photos, 

articles, forthcoming publications, 

upcoming conferences, and news on 

óresearch in progressô is more than 

welcome. Contributions for the 

June 2013 issue are to reach me at 

abaldacchino59@gmail.com by not 

later than May 15, 2013.  

Read and Enjoy. Suggestions for 

improvement are also appreciated. 

Anna Baldacchino 
Newsletter Editor 

 

Disclaimer: The views and opinions 

expressed in this newsletter are those of 

their respective authors and are not 

necessarily endorsed by ISISA. 

 

 

Island specialists meet in Norway 

Many places donôt think of themselves as island countries, as was 

mentioned for Norway in the last Newsletter. When I attended a 

SICRI conference in Finland, I flew in across the former Soviet Union 

and as we came into Helsinki in June 2008, I was impressed by how 

many small islands are scattered about that country. 

Norway has a similar landscape, although in both Finland and 

Norway this islandness is obscured for much of the year by snow and, 

especially, ice linking those outcrops. 

I really don't think that there is any island feeling in Norway, though, 

that explains why the 9th Conference of ESfO (European Society for 

Oceanists) is going to be held in Bergen from 5 to 8 December 2012, 

round about the time this Newsletter appears. 

When the hosts, Edvard Hviding and Knut Rio, made the 

announcement in 2010, I could see the smirk they shared as they 

invited specialists in the Pacific Islands to come along to a conference 

in the cold north. I think it was some kind of a Viking challenge! 

The programme is coming along very nicely with a number of special 

features and whilst the welcome might be "warm", as the website 

says, the sauna and aquavit is going to have to be equally ready for us 

delegates who like to do our research under swaying palms: 

http://www.esfo2012.com/en/programme 

 

Grant McCall 

University of Sydney 

 

 

 

 

http://www.esfo2012.com/en/programme
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Island Studies Journal (ISSN: 1715-2593) was set up in 2006 as a 

freely downloadable, peer reviewed, scholarly and inter-disciplinary journal 

dedicated to the study of islands and island life. 

ISJ is institutionally housed at the Institute of Island Studies, University of 

Prince Edward Island, Canada:  www.islandstudies.com 

ISJ is now the official journal of ISISA, initially for a trial period of 2 years. 

Manuscripts to be considered for publication welcome at:  isj@upei.ca 

Website: www.islandstudies.ca/journal 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS BY ISISA MEMBERS         

Anna & Godfrey Baldacchino (Editors)  Five dishes cooked from the book for the launch 

The book A TASTE OF ISLANDS was launched on November 16, 2012 at the Farm Centre in 

Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, Canada. Those present got a taste of some of the dishes in 

this full -colour collection of recipes and stories. Copies can be ordered online at: 

https://store.upei.ca/isp/book/taste-islands 

 

 

http://www.islandstudies.com/
mailto:isj@upei.ca
http://www.islandstudies.ca/journal
https://store.upei.ca/isp/book/taste-islands
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   Deep Reflections*  

 

Below the ocean ledge 

skipjack smoothly pulse 

each time sunlight pierces 

through patchy cloud debris. 

     

While silver mullet shimmer 

a dozen yellowtail slowly 

sink toward bottom sand 

like a brace of diamond flakes  

 

intact.  Tidal rhythms rock sea fans 

opening bohemian neighborhoods 

of chameleon pipes and blowfish 

and one-eyed flounders wavering 

 

in mid-air undisturbed. 

A monstrous ray from nowhere 

glides the reef to shake 

his sabre just for exercise. 

 

Then the stationary barracuda 

explodes a school of passing sprat 

so fast heôs still standing still. 

His jaws close, break the spell, end 

the drama without surface traces. 

                                                                    Jerome L. McElroy 

 

*Accepted in Third Wednesday (Summer 2012). 

 

 

 

 

Photo source: 

http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/explorations/03mex/logs/sept29/media/barracuda.html 

ñHonour is like an island, rugged and 

without shores; we can never re-enter it 

once we are on the outside.ò  Nicholas Boileau 

 

http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/explorations/03mex/logs/sept29/media/barracuda.html
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