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Main Topics Organiser Island VI

Even though there are conditions which separate small islands from
each other the "island factor" is present - circumstances which are
unique to islands compared to the mainland (or large islands). Some
characteristics of the "island factor" are remoteness and insularity,
peripherality to centres of decision making, a limited range of natural
resources, specialisation of economies, small markets, narrow skills
base, poor infrastructure, vulnerability to natural disasters, degree of
exposure to forces outside of their control such as climate change and
sea level rise, environmental fragility and often unique but threatened
biological diversity.
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How different islands, through their Government agencies,
university departments, NGOs, voluntary bodies, community
groups, or simply as individual islanders have overcome these
COMMON PROBLEMS was the general theme for Islands VI.
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